
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Fractured Wholeness” is the name of our current sermon series during the season of Lent. The 
mural being painted in front of the sanctuary, the art pieces and the quilt in the hallway are all part of the 
Lenten journey we are taking together. Today’s theme, “Welcome Home,” is the sixth sermon in the series.  
You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  Palm Sunday
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
         Growth Groups
         Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry

Monday:
   12:15 p.m.  Prayer in the Chapel
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Tuesday:
    12:15 p.m. Prayer in the Chapel
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
    12:15 p.m. Prayer in the Chapel   
      7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
      12:15 p.m. Prayer in the Chapel
        7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday
              Worship Service

Friday: 
   10:00 a.m. Spring Planting 
                       at the Garden
   12:15 p.m. Prayer in the Chapel
     7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service

Saturday: 
    11:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt   
                        and Picnic       

Sunday: Easter Sunday
      7:15 a.m. Sunrise Service

Connections: Calling all Artists!
    One of the most interesting parts of my job is working with the 
Aldersgate Art Gallery. I never would have imagined doing anything 
like this, but I really have enjoyed the opportunity to work with artists 
near and far. This June, we will host our first community art exhibit at 
Aldersgate! This means that if you are an artist, we want to display your 
work in the gallery. If you already have a piece that you would like to 
share with the community, or if you would like to work on something 
special for this show, please let me know! Depending on the response 
we receive from our own community, we may branch out to the greater 
Abilene community as well. Pieces will need to be ready to hang, and 
you will need to provide information for a description card, including 
the artist’s name, medium, technique used, and a brief explanation of 

the work. If that overwhelms you, don’t worry because I am here to help! Please contact me at jessica@
aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 849-9122, if you would like to participate! — Jessica Watson



 Our annual Easter Egg hunt 
and picnic will take place this 
Saturday, March 26, at 11 a.m. 
in the north field. We will 
separate the field for three 
different age groups: birth 
to two years, preschoolers, 
and elementary-aged kids. 
After the hunt, we will enjoy 
a picnic of hotdogs together. 
Bring your lawn chairs and 
picnic blankets. It is going 
to be a great day, and I look 
forward to it every year. It’s a 
great time to  relax with your 
kids and other people from 

the church and hopefully enjoy a beautiful, sunny day. Feel free to invite your friends, and I hope 
to see you all there! — Alayna Brooks

Children’s Ministry: Easter Egg Hunt and Picnic

    During our last meeting at The Oaks, our students stumbled upon a really interesting relationship between 
shame and the practice of confession. After watching a short interview with a Fuller Seminary professor, 
Dale Ryan, we discussed Ryan’s thoughts that typical Lenten practices lead to a narrative of scarcity. Instead, 
Ryan argued that perhaps the point of Lent is to give up those things that prohibit us from living full and 
abundant lives with Christ. He offered the example of giving up shame, which prevents us from opening up 
to others and entraps us with feelings of worthlessness, isolation 
and guilt. We wondered, “How can someone simply give up 
shame for Lent?” Ryan asked the question, “Have you ever 
practiced confession?” Though we differed on our understanding 
and experience with the practice of confession, we agreed that 
confession is a tool that we can use in living our lives without 
shame. The thought is that when we confess the true conditions 
of our hearts with one another, we allow grace to enter us and 
conquer the power of shame. At the end of the night, I left feeling 
hopeful that our students are growing in Christ and learning 
how to lay aside anything which robs us of life so that we may 
live a more full and resurrected life with Christ on Easter Sunday 
and beyond. — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Giving Up Shame for Lent



Fractured Wholeness: Welcome Home
Luke 19:37-44
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Home

Jesus and Jerusalem (Psalm 84)

- Luke 9:51

- Luke 13:34

- Luke 19:41 (Luke 23:13-21)

The Pharisee in Me

Coming Home…Staying Home! (Psalm 91)

A broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Psalm 51:17b



Fractured Wholeness: Welcome Home
Growth Group Questions 

Week 9: March 20 - March 26

1. If you could pick any place in the world to live, where would it be? What about “there” 
    would cause you to thrive and would be good for you?
 

2. Where do you consider home to be? What is the best thing about home for you?  What 
    is the most challenging?

3. What about this week’s sermon, “Welcome Home,” really stuck out to you?

4. Read Psalm 84:1-12.  Note all the occurrences of home, house, dwelling and dwell. 
    Why do you think the psalmists refer to the temple as a house? Note the three types of 
    people who are blessed. According to this psalm, what is the ultimate cause or 
    foundation of being happy, blessed and well off?



Growth Group Questions Continued

5. Read Luke 13:34. Why does Jesus want to do this? What do you think is one of 
    the benefits of being gathered?  What makes it challenging for you to be willing to be 
    gathered by Jesus? 

6.  In Tim Palmer’s song, “Welcome Home,” what do you think he meant when he sang, 
    “Holding on is the surest way to die?”

7. Pastor Steve said, “When our identity gets tied up in what we do, what others say 
    about us and what we have, it is very difficult to give that up and go home to God, 
    who calls us His beloved daughters and sons.”  Do you agree?  Please explain.    

8. Read Psalm 91 and Luke 15:11-32.  What do these passages reveal about coming 
    home to God and staying home in God?

9. How can the members of your Growth Group help you “stay home” and deepen your 
    trust in God?   



Welcome Home
by Timothy Palmer

Summer nights
Passing shadows

Lean in toward the morning light

The landscape speaks
Of constant sorrows

the old man leans to kiss his wife

And time and time again
They’re reminded of their sons

The boys whose blood had soaked the soil dry

The ache of letting go
When all the truth you’ve known

Is that holdin’ on’s the surest way to die

The crackling coals
The kettle whistles

The cupboards clatter
Coffee’s poured

The creaking floor
The curtains shiver

Her spindled legs cross through the door

Oh and time and time again
She thinks about her kin

The crowds, the carousels, the sights, the smells

How one by one they sank
Beneath the muddy banks

In answer to the chimes of distant bells

And bonded by their grief
Their labored breathing speaks

The hushed language of our deepest hope

That in the end of time
All fractures, yours and mine,

Are mended, reconciled, and welcomed home

We’ll be welcomed home



Notice: Church Office and Administration Position Open
   On behalf of the Aldersgate community, I am saddened to announce the resignation of Kathryn Andrews 
as our church administrator.  She will be leaving Aldersgate at the end of June 2016 and will be relocating 
with her family to Corpus Christi to allow her husband to pursue a new teaching position there. Please stop 

by the office over the new few months and thank Kathryn for all 
of the work that she has provided to the Aldersgate community 
and wish her the best in all of her new endeavors.  
  In light of Kathryn’s resignation, the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee (SPRC) will now be accepting resumes for the 
Aldersgate Director of Administration. The resumes need to 
be submitted to the church office by Tuesday, March 29, 2016.  
Grace and Peace. 
— Brad Hicks, Chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee

     To those of you who were not with the group in Colorado over 
Spring Break, we hope you had an awesomely fun and relaxing break! 
To those who did go, well, I know you had an awesome break! The 
Youth Group will meet tonight from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tonight, we 
are going to finish off this week-long break with more RELAXING! 
Tonight is game night, so bring your favorite game, and let’s enjoy 
these last few precious Spring Break hours in fellowship. 
    The Aldersgate Youth program also meets on Wednesday nights 

for Bible study. This Bible study for high school students encourages growth in discipleship, fellowship and 
leadership. We meet at Mezamiz Coffee shop from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. You do not have to buy anything to be a 
part of the group, but the option is there. They have fantastic coffee and brownies! — Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry: Game Night

Academy Ministry: Activity Boards
  Spring Break is almost over at the Academy. Teachers have 
had a well-deserved rest, children have cuddled with Mom 
and Dad and parents have been scrambling to entertain their 
children! We offer prayers for those who are traveling today.
     If you find yourself wishing for a fun and quick project for 
the spring, the Academy is looking for people to build activity 
boards (pictured on the right). We have the funds to purchase 
needed supplies, but we need help with the assembly process. 
Please contact me if this project might be something your 
family would enjoy doing. This is a fabulous service project 
for families with older children or families with no children. 
Please contact me at 325-439-0230 or mdo@aldersgateabilene.
org. — Carol Rogers 



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           3.13.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $26,033.86
Received This Month-to-Date = $26,033.86
Received Year-to-Date = $165,515.11
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $11,721.40

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 175
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 149

Total Worship Service Attendance = 311
Sunday School = 175



In the Word       
by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

20 March: 1 Samuel 9-12, Psalm 80
21 March: 1 Samuel 13-14, Psalm 81
22 March: 1 Samuel 15-17, Psalm 82
23 March: 1 Samuel 18-20, Psalm 83
24 March: 1 Samuel 21-24, Psalm 84
25 March: 1 Samuel 25-27, Psalm 85
26 March: 1 Samuel 28-31, Psalm 86

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

   “Could you not stay awake 
with me one hour?” -Matthew 26:40

   Today marks the beginning of Holy Week as 
we continue our journey towards our Easter celebration next Sunday. 
This year, Lent began for Alayna and me in the Gulf of Mexico as 
we celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary. It was quite odd to 
begin the season of Lent on a cruise ship. There was full evidence 
of Mardi Gras on the boat, with beads, food, alcohol and gambling 
in excess. However, when Ash Wednesday came, it was as if Mardi 
Gras just kept on going. There were no crosses, no ashes, no words 
of repentance. I had this pastoral urge to find a corner of the ship to 
offer the imposition of ashes, but I assumed that would be frowned 
upon.
     Culturally, it is so easy for us to celebrate Christmas, but it is 
really hard to walk with Jesus through the last week of his life into the 
emptiness of Saturday and then FINALLY into the joyful celebration 
of resurrection on Sunday.    
     Holy Week begins with Jesus’ joyful entry into Jerusalem, which 
quickly gives way to his storming of the Temple. When I read and 
reflect on the events of the last week of Jesus’s life, I so desperately 
want the story to be different. I don’t want the disciples to fall asleep 
as Jesus prays in the garden of Gethsemane or for Judas to betray 
Jesus with a KISS.  I don’t want the disciples to run away or for Peter to 
deny knowing Jesus three times. I don’t want the crowds who yelled, 
“Hosanna…Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!” on 
Sunday to yell “Crucify, Crucify!” on Friday.
     Ruth Haley Barton writes: As challenging as it is, walking with 
Christ during Holy Week is part of our discipleship. It is an act of love 
and friendship with Christ, a gift of staying present with him during 
the hardest and most unnerving part of his journey. We do this because 
he has asked us to remain near him, awake and alert. It is the gift of 
ourselves, which is the truest gift we have to give.
       I invite you to walk with Jesus during this Holy Week by 
participating in the special services and opportunities at Aldersgate 
to help you on the way as our hearts are exposed deeply to the depths 
of God’s love.  


